June 2020 Report
Namaste from Sangam!
June has been a very busy month, preparing for the staff return to work for the deep cleaning
and then welcoming them all back to work in early June. It has been so great to see them all after
a 10 week lockdown. And to hear that they and their families are all safe!
We made the difficult decision to close for the remainder of 2020, but with the ongoing risks
involved with COVID-19, this feels like the right decision. So all international staff will be returning, or have already returned, to their home countries and Sangam will be looked after by the
local staff until January. We are lucky to have such amazing local staff who are happy to do this!
Until then, we are starting to look into options for online activities and Cosmic Caper (check
more details in Promotion Section ) is one of the first events. We will be looking to reach out
more widely across the world to introduce more Girl Guides and Girl Scouts to Sangam and to
have a bit of fun online. Watch our social media or reach out to us if you would like any sort of
online engagement.
I was told that the monsoon would definitely start on 9th June but still waiting for the big rain
and thunderstorms. Most summer Guide camps in the UK are wetter than this!
Stay safe, Michelle Hughes—World Centre Manager

Guest
Services

Our Guest Services Team have been working hard throughout June, with our
Guest Services Coordinator, Louise, working remotely from Australia and our
Receptionist, Radhika, starting back at work after the lockdown in India being
partially lifted.
Louise has put a big focus on making sure all our guest emails and communications are swiftly replied to and that our future guests are made to feel as
though they are already part of the extended Sangam Family.
Send Louise an email at guestservices@sangam.wagggs.org for any enquiries
around 2021 and 2022 Events, Independent Guest stays, or maybe you’re interested in becoming a Community Programme Tare! We look forward to
hearing from you!
A small update from Radhika: “This covid-19 has locked everything and every
person inside the house, it is a very different situation to manage. I'm scared for
my family and my mom . So we do not go outside, we all stay in the home. If we
want to buy something like vegetables that time only we go with my sister to
purchase.
And I'm very thankful to Sangam, You can instead say I'm very thankful to my
Sangam Family for all the support they have provided during this hard time . I’m
the only person of my family with a source of money.
I kept waiting for when work was starting but every time our lockdown was extended. So finally in June I started back at my job. I'm soooo happy to come
back in my Sangam family and to do my work.”
The good news is we plan to open from January 2021 with
our first event scheduled to be our Celebrating World Thinking Day event in mid-February 2021. We are looking forward
to welcoming Guests, Volunteers and Tare through our doors
again next year. It will also be our 55th Birthday year and so
we are running with the theme ‘When We Shine: Ignite Your
Spark’! We are hoping that this theme will inspire many to
come to Sangam in 2021!

Programme

Each June marks the start of a new season at Sangam and it is normally a very
busy time welcoming and training new volunteers and eagerly awaiting our first
event of the season. This year, like the whole of the world, our 2020-2021 season is looking very different to usual.
While we are very disappointed not to be able to offer our usual programme of
events, we are busy planning and preparing, waiting for the time when it is safe
to welcome everyone back to Sangam.
Look out for the exciting new events that we will be running at Sangam next
year! We hope that you will be able to join us in the future!
While travel to Sangam is not possible at the moment, why not take the time to
plan your next international adventure using the WAGGGS World Centres’ activity pack which can be found here: https://www.wagggs.org/en/resources/
world-centres-international-adventure-activity-pack/
You can also take part in the Sangam Cup Challenge with the chance to win a
scholarship to a Sangam event! You can find the challenge here: https://
www.wagggs.org/en/our-world/world-centres/sangam/things-do/sangam-cupchallenge-2020/

Community Programme

Community
Relations

During this challenging period we have been trying to keep in touch with
our Community in Pune and trying to motivate and support them in their
work. Our Community Partners have taken great steps by following the
Government suggestions. They are working hard on:


Creating awareness about COVID 19 and taking preventions



Encouraging people to use hand sanitizers or washing hands frequently.

Some staff are working from home and the teachers are at home with paid
leave.
During this quiet time at Sangam we are busy planning the future Community Programme Dates for the next two years.

Operations

Its the start of the Monsoon and our 2020-2021 season but having no guests
here it is very different. The Sangam family miss having you all here! As the
lockdown has now started to lift, a few employees are allowed to get back to
work so we have started a routine for our maintenance and domestic teams.
They now come to work in groups of four (two ladies and two boys). This
means that risks are reduced as we are not all working together and we are
making sure we take proper precautions while working like wearing a mask ,
sanitising our hands while coming and going to work , social distancing and
using different cleaning equipment for every group . It was good to see all the
local staff back to work with happy faces and to
know that all are safe and healthy .
So the local staff have been really happy and
working hard with all our summer deep cleaning; all the rooms , dorms , offices and public areas . As Monsoon has started, the boys have
been doing a lot of grass cutting and getting
back into their regular maintenance pattern.

People

Our assistants Shubha , Sharad and Deepak are
taking team leader roles and learning new leadership skills, which will be very useful for the future.

From 8th of June, our Local Staff returned to work with big smile on their
faces.
Adele have been settled in working remotely in UK
Louise has been home in Australia for two months now, and although missing
the Sangam Family a great deal, is enjoying Aussie Family time

#WhenWeShine
Promotion

***Cosmic Caper***
This event is a fundraiser for Sangam World Centre in India and entry is by donation.
This virtual Mayhem experience is set in the year 2220. You will witness a weekly
broadcast on IGV (Intergalactic Vision) called “What's in the Box?”. You will hear
from various characters who may or may not have been part of creating mischief and
mayhem. You will join with other participants to try and work out which character or
characters created mayhem! If you guess correctly there will be prizes to be won!
Participation is open to the first 90 people over the age of 18 who register here:
https://bit.ly/cosmicregistration and make their donation (of any amount) here:
https://bit.ly/cosmicentry (If you make a donation of £40 or above you will become a
Friend of Sangam, WAGGGS).
Once your registration has been accepted you will be sent the Zoom link required to
join this Cosmic Caper!
WAGGGS will use the personal information that you provide in accordance with applicable data protection
laws.
WAGGGS is registered as a data controller with the UK Information Commissioner's Office under registration number Z092177.
For further information about how we use personal information see our Privacy Policy - available at
https://www.wagggs.org/en/privacy-cookies/

Stay in touch!

Like us on Facebook! Follow us on Twitter and Instagram! You can
also check out our website!
You can also contact us anytime on email! GuestSevices@sangam.wagggs.org
Michelle.Hughes@sangam.wagggs.org: World Centre Manager
Mina.Jadhav@sangam.wagggs.org: Deputy World Centre Manager : Community Relations
Carine.Ruremesha@sangam.wagggs.org: Deputy World Centre Manager:
Guest Services
Uzma.Khan@sangam.wagggs.org: Operations Coordinator
Adele.Lynch@sangam.wagggs.org Programme Coordinator
Louise.Pennington@sangam.wagggs.org Guest Services Coordinator

